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You can build a structure, hut
eed people to bring it alive’

(alcuttaTimes

*Acity of constant

Chandrima Pal | Emani is a homegrown Fapnlvhas:
Kolkata group. Whatever we
’ The Kolkata Centre for CH{Q\IGE RS have built has grown from :(':I:(g:rlsan?toa:wt sudden
. ! Creativity (KCC) owes this city, through its love .
Deep thm!(ers and its cachet as much to and support. Ata certain highs or I‘“":‘ But a steady
creative minds walk its minimalist designas to its point in life, my father-in- r‘o‘ll(efg‘emrld mﬁ',’“"‘ to
in every day with distinctive exhibitions and law (Radhe Shyam Agarwal) °h: . “’I’“ o '“%5' .
- Ik cultural programming Fromthe  yealised it was important totake  Wanted togive back to Kolkata. He there's plenty. Ifyou dont,
~ their ideas. We work amphitheatreto tsfairs, festivels  that firststep forward, Since then,  Wanted tocreate aplatform where itis e‘f’SV to complain. tis °'
together, bringing andacalendar thatoftenspillsbe-  many people have walked in, people who want to learn can ::ngmsf:%,m 'I“SP"“‘“’“'
those ideas to life yondhecampus hemufune - anyhave ooked utforus,and - Coe et s olem e o
5 1de ) tional spacehas steadilyevolved  many have contributed with their ATt isnotjustwhat youseeon {9 Yt: n i f¥” 4
articulating them. intoalively hub for artistic inputs. Inthat sense, we have been  Walls,and it notonlycerebral It~ LSS |5°"' ing i
exchange. Inafreewheelingchat ~ very blessed. isaway of life. It should be acces- e::m"e;‘d‘”t:"t ;mp eto
with CT, Chairperson Richa How doyou see your rolein sible and thought provoking It understand that Kolkata
energy that flows Agarvaldlso CEO,EmamiAr) driving conversationsaround _ Shoud ereatebeautfuldiaogue  IEACHUL SO D;!huov
through this space reflcsonisjournes phlosnty ot andeutureinth citywhere &0 omersaions. Veofienspeak e Uhubbe M
and theroad ahead. Excerpts. itis not anelitst pursuit? about balancing the popular and e;enl d appen here, they
Tell us about your journey with the intellectual, While the popular [ aAsish i CLICL]
KCCsince its inception. feeds the intellectual, the ntellec. [ G AT
The journey has been very grati- tual also needs the popular. You Odish. The'leh': tremendous
fying. On paper; the building 'deﬂtﬂ must have both. art pqte:tm i l‘vihseen
looked small. When I first came When you come here, you drastic changes over the
in,when oy the ground and letsyoube shouldfeel thatkuchh oh nter- [N EUC LI
first floor were done, I sudden- ourself’ esting wahan hoga. The space weare ready for the next
Iy felt, my god, this is larger y allows for interactions and many steps.
than life! It was intimidat- If | were tovisualise Kolkata on a canvas,  performances, with an am-
ing and overwhelming, I'dkeep it white, a clean canvos. It acity  phitheatre, library, multiple — ppaile library, café and gallery
But in the long run, 1 that lets you be yourself.You chooseyour  galleries, aconservationlab,  gtore, fostering amultidiscipli-
space, your pace. That isspecial. nary approach to creativity
. - : a How has the dcn;y shape: yfo.u as
acuratorand how much of it
The lesson in early challenges T Lodisliiln s
Low footfall in the early days was, Conceived as Ras partof KCCs You can builda structure, but you
by Richa Agarwal's own admission, o multi-segment 5 aniual symposium =] need people to breathe life into it.

Constructing a building is the eas-
iest part; making it come alive is

difficult to watch. ‘It was heart-
breaking," she says simply. But

platform, it includes
museum collabo- 4

instead of retreating, the team rations connecting harder. Unless we resonate with
focused on building a steady smaller institution: what the city stands for, running a
stream of programming thatcould  with the Indian space like this makes no sense,
gradually draw people in. Over Museum around The participation of like-minded
time, the calendarexpanded from  documentation arg people is what makes it real. And
) < & ahandful of exhibitions toa wider  conservation, the- that is how Kolkata has shaped us.
RICHA LR / mix of performances, ;ulks, wqu- atre projects with WhenIbegan working formally in
AGARWAL < shops and collaborations designed SM artand culture, I was intimidated.
to engage different audiences. and platformssuch as Irevere artists and senior person-
at the KCC \ J One initiotive that emerged from  AUtsav, an open call where perform-  ments like Karigari add to the mix. alities. Over time, that intimida-
amphitheatre this approach is AMI. "AMImeans i dents get the chanceto  The shift, she says, became visible tion transformed into love for
'me. We're always doing things for rfol e Victoria Memorial.  |ast year when a couple attended what I do. You constantly learn
others. Where is the space forI?" ~_ Clossical and contemporarymu-  every event and asked, “What will and grow organically. Even with-
Agarwal explains. 1/ sie,talks, workshops and craftseg-  we do after these 15 days?” out realising it, you pick up so
A much every day.
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