Paperwork done, it’s time for football

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta: The announcement
was done a few days back and

have officially entered into a
partnership with the Emami
Group, forming a new compa-
ny, Emami East Bengal FC Pri-
vate limited.

In the newly formed entity,
Emami Group has 77 per cent
share while East Bengal hold
the remaining 23 per cent.

The team would play as
‘East Bengal FC’, informed
Emami Group director Aditva
Agarwal. “It’s a great honour
to join hands with East Ben-
gal. We (Emami Group) are
based in Calcutta.

“1 would say two giants of
the city are joining hands and
I am sure and confident that
this will be a huge success. The

team will play as East Bengal
FC and we are looking forward
to getting good results,” Agar-
wal said.

Deal signed, the focus of
the company now is on build-
ing a strong team. “Our first
priority is to have a strong
team for the Indian Super
League (ISL) and all the other
tournaments, that is our main
focus at this point in time,”
Agarwal added.

He also believes that the
partnership between East
Bengal and Emami would go
a long way. “There is no exit
clause in the agreement. That
means we are not thinking
about that.

“It has been a good start
for us. We have appointed Ste-
phen Constantine as our head
coach. He has experience in
Indian football. I am sure we
will make a good team and
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Former East Bengal players, club officials and members of the Emami Group management
unveil the club’s new logo in Calcutta on Tuesday. Picture by Santosh Ghosh
hope we get success.” “Our aim is to support foot- young playvers to take up the
Manish Goenka, anoth- ball. We not only promote game as a career, so that Ben-
er director with Emami, said: the club, but also encourage gal can produce world-class

football players.”

The Durand Cup would
be the first tournament of the
season for East bengal FC.
Senior club official Debabra-
ta Sarkar said the team will
start practising from this
week itself,

“We are very happy with
our partnership with the
Emami Group. We have had
only three-four meetings be-
fore everything got finalised.
We have already started the
team-building process. Our
reserve team coach, Bino
George, is here with us and

the team will start pre-season
within this week,” Sarkar in-
formed.

“We hope our head coach
Stephen will get his visa on
Wednesday and he will join
the team as early as possible.
He has given us names of a few
players and we are trying to

bring them on board. Stephen
will take the final call about

on August 31. East Bengal FC
are set to sign four to five play-
ers within this period.

The newly formed board
will have 10 members, with
seven of them being from the
Emami Group.

Prasanta Banerjee, a for-
mer India international and
East Bengal's captain in 1979,
believes the team would do
reasonably well in the upcom-
ing season.

“I strongly believe the
team management will form
a strong squad and we will do
well. Players have nothing to
do with what is happening be-
hind the scenes, when they are
on the ground, they will defi-
nitely give their best,"” Baner-
jee said.



