2

Emami

The Telegraph - T2

Kolkata - Sep 28, 2021

mpact!

Page No: 15 Type:

Page Name: Good Life Language:
Size: 838 sg. cm Circulation:
AVE: INR 1,232,195 Frequency:

Supplement
English
287,645
Daily

News monitored for: Emami Group

captions. The person who has
completed the task is hiniself a
member of the Sovabazar Rajbari,
where the goddess was first invoked
in 1757, to celebrate the victory of
the East India Company in the
Battle of Plassey. And that pictorial
journey across 263 years is
currently on view at Kolkata Centre
for Creativity.

Prabir Krishna Deb, a seventh-
generation descendant of Raja
Nabakrishna Deb, is a graduate of
Indian Art College, who had
initially dabbled in photography
and fashion designing. “Ireturned
to painting around 2010. By then, I
figured trends had changed from the
realistic style, in which we were
trained, to abstract. An artist friend,
Abhijit Dutta, inspired me tonot
bother about trends and choose
subjects in north Calcutta and my
own house to focus on in the style I

and the streets as seen from our roof
or windows on the other.”
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STORY OF THE SOVABAZAR RAJBARI PUJA TOLD THROUGH A FAMILY MEMBER'’S BRUSH

More poignant are the stories of
ﬂ\eeesmhnnofNﬂknntbarelease
and goat sacrifice.

At the start of the new
millennium, the court banned the
custom in several household pujas
ofreleasinganlndmnBlueJnyon
the morning of Dashami to take
advance news to Lord Shiva of
Durga setting off for Mount Kailash.
“The first year, there was resistance
from old-timers in

. fanush with a blue jay painted on
itisreleased. Deb the

the family. But we

year. The arrival of
the blue jay in a cage
on Navami was a

much

for a bath in the Ganges, his bare She took one look at it and
upper body sheltered by a minion’s accomplished the feat,” he says.
umbrella. “It is based on the only The sketches also document
existing portrait of changes
his. But Thave also
drawnan
imaginative one of
him in full regalia,
justas thereis one
of his son
Rajkrishna,” Deb
explains.

The of
the sketches of the
mmthmu@m‘;fm unshots before  Startandendof
awe . en

! s.:'hn?:"':d Sandhi pujaasa

were adept in signal to other
creating outlines e pujas tostart
paintings on the dance floor with their respective rituals after
their toes while dancing, on beds of ours. The Hooghly used to flow
abir or petals. A guest from the East much closer in those days and
India Company challenged one to the cannon shot used to land in
draw a ship. Since she had never theriver. Now there is a double-
seen one, a painting of a ship was barrelled gun that is fired in the
brought from the Company’s fort. air,” says Deb.

excitement to us

Gopimohun),” he

Sudeshna Banerjee

says.
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